
First Presbyterian Church 
221 East Sixth Street at L incoln 

Bloomington, Indiana 47408 
(812) 332-1514 

www.fpcbloomington.org 
 

Celebrating Christ and Serving Community 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
   4th Sunday of Advent 
  Seasonal Color: Violet 

 
December 23, 2007               _       _______                               ____________10:00 a.m. 
 
PRELUDE             Prelude on "Greensleeves"           Richard Purvis 
 
                              Chris Young, Organ 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 

PREPARING FOR GODÕS WORD 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP       (Brent Williamson and Kori Wood) 
 Leader:        This is the season of holy waiting.  

People:        We wait for a baby to be born , a child fi lled with the Holy Spiri t.  
Leader:         We wait for a baby to be born, in whose presence we know God is with us. 
People:        We watch while the light of day begins to fill the sky. 

 All:           Let us worship God! 
    
OPENING SCRIPTURE                 Isaiah 7:10-14 
        
LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLES 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
  
*HYMN            People, Look East           12 
  
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God, you are both tender and mightyÑ  a shepherd we can trust. 
You call to us and gather  us. You feed us and bid us rest in your  care. 

Still we fear the world around us and fail to seek your  help when we are lost. 
Still we struggle against youÑ refusing your  comfort and ignoring your commands. 

Renew us and restore us, Lord of hosts. Show us the light of your face,  
that we may be saved. Amen. 



*SILENT CONFESSION 
 
*ÒLORD HAVE MERCYÉÓ                                   (p.572 in The Presbyterian Hymnal) 

        Lord, have mercy upon us. 
        Chr ist, have mercy upon us. 
        Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 

Leader:  In Christ a new life has begun. 
People:  We are redeemed by GodÕs grace in the Holy Spir it. 
Leader:  Friends, hear and believe the good news: 
All:   In Jesus Chr ist, we are forgiven!   

 
*GLORIA PATRI                             (p.579 in The Presbyterian Hymnal) 
 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

Leader: The peace of Christ abide with you. 
 People: And also with you. 
     (Please pass the peace of Christ to your neighbors.) 

 
PROCLAIMING GODÕS WORD 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
CHILDRENÕS TIME 

After the Children’s Time, children in grades 1- 6 return to their seats. Children 3 years and under go to the nursery   
and children 4-K go to the preschool room for Worship Time.  

                   
ANTHEM               Angels We Have Heard on High           Arr. Dan Miller 
 
                                        4-in-Hand 
      
GOSPEL LESSON             Matthew 1:18-25                        (N. T., p. 783) 
 
 Leader: The Word of the Lord 
 People: Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON         “A Christmas Story”                 Kathy Wolf 
 
SILENT REFLECTION  
 
 
 
 



GIVING THANKS TO GOD 
 
*H YMN        In the Bleak Midwinter          36 
   
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH     The Apostles’ Creed (Trad.)    (p.14, The Hymnal) 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 
OFFERTORY    The Snow Lay on the Ground         Venite Adoremus 
 
                                   The Christmas Choir 
 
*DOXOLOGY        (p.592 in The Presbyterian Hymnal) 
 Praise God, fro m whom all blessings flow; Praise * Hi m, all creatures here below;  

Praise *Hi m above, ye heavenly host;  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 * or  God 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING &  DEDICATION 
 
 Leader: The Lord be with you. 
 People:  And also with you. 
 Leader:  Lift up your hearts. 
 People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Leader:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People  I t is r ight to give God thanks and praise. 
 
*THE LORDÕS PRAYER  
 
*H YMN             It Came Upon the Midnight Clear          38 
  

DEPARTING IN GODÕS NAME 
 
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 
*CHORAL RESPONSE 
  
POSTLUDE   Toccata on Veni Emmanuel            Adolphus Hailstork  
 
 
    



First Presbyter ian Church 
221 East Sixth Str eet at Li ncoln 

Bloomington, Indiana 47408 
(812) 332-1514 

www.fpcbloomington.org   
Celebrating Christ and Serving Community 

 

We welcome all those who have come to worship with us this day.  
The Ò*Ó indicates when you are to stand if you can do so comfor tably.      

          
PRAYER CONCERNS: 

Mi l l i e H epfer     Ruth Car l son       Julie Ockendon (Riggins) 
Ozzie Raggatz    Madeline McNabney (Main)   The family of Virginia Casteel 
Arlene Sims (Mitchell)       Lee Ahsmann (Morton)     The family of Sally Goss (Goss)  
Alex Birk     Dorothy Pike (Smith)              The family of Rick Kimmer 
(Kory) 
Millie Ratliff     Phyllis Holt (VanderZee)     Kim Tryon Clark (Johnson)  
Rebecca Johnson   Barbara Higham (Gest)     Lisa Faye Miller (Baldwin)    
                 The family of Leigh Neal (Johnson) 
 
        ON GOI NG PRAYER CONCERNS:   
Alice Weikart          Ross Arvin (Williams)    Grant Prenkert      
Alex Ackerman                    Jeanne Potter         Bob Baird                            
Faith Hippensteel         Lou Miller                        Marilyn Ryan (Willison)         
Bob Hart                Anne Hernandez               Stan Winck (Conkle)        
Cora Sudbury          Jon Purvis          David Purvis (Jon and Carol’s son) 
Wilda Kemp       Kim Marshall         Jill Becker (Nancy Barlow’s sister) 
Tom Black     Alice Scheleen             Simon & Haejung Park       
Fran Nelson (Barlow)  Susan Koch                       Frank & Marjorie Woodall (Melton)  
Bruce Nelson    Lilly Freed          Marie Sayler (Dearborn)        
Ruth Fleming                    Jane Dorr Banks     Ariel Green  
Gloria Westfall      Adam James (Smith)         Lou & Berniece Conkle  
Kim Donovan                       Scott Slider (Hahn)          Louis Tompkins (Sharon Nejfelt’s brother)  
Irene Albright (Koch)  Charles Eiten           Bill & Dorothy Adam (Davis-Deckard) 
David Clemons (Koch)      
*********************************************************************** 
HEAD USHER for today is Denny Moir. 
 



ACOLYTE for today is Daniel Hepfer. 
 
FELLOWSHIP TI ME:  Everyone is invited to Lyman Hall after the service to share doughnuts/ 
cookies, coffee, and punch. 
 
OUR CHURCH I S FULL  OF VOLUNTEERS and many of you have already responded to the 
plea for college lunch hosts. The first semester slots were quickly filled and the evangelism 
committee is most appreciative, as are the students who eat the delicious home cooking. 
 
We are now looking for hosts for second semester, beginning Jan. 14th. Please call Anne 
Honeycutt at 339-7265 or via e-mail at ahoneycu@indiana.edu 
 
ONE CHURCH, MANY MI SSIONS!   
December 2nd was Commitment Sunday.  When totaling December 2nd attendance for our two 
services, we witnessed the largest worship attendance (excluding Easter) of this year.  Many, 
many pledge cards were received in the church offering plate.  Since Commitment Sunday, our 
Treasurer reports receiving additional pledge cards each day. 
 
Early pledge returns are highly encouraging.  These pledges move us closer to funding our 
primary 2008 goals of increasing mission, preserving our historic property, investing in great 
worship music and supporting our valued staff. 
 
But we haven’t heard from everyone.  We urge all to pledge.  No pledge is insignificant.  If you 
have not made your pledge, we ask you to complete a 2008 pledge card and return it to the church 
office by the end of December.  Pledge cards are in the pews.  Join with us in launching a vibrant 
New Year for our growing church. 
 
'TI S THE SEASON FOR VBS! We need your cardboard wrapping paper tubes for VBS '08! 
After you're done with the holiday wrapping paper please bring your cardboard tubes of all sizes 
and lengths to the drop off box at church. We'll re-use them with the youth next summer at 
Vacation Bible School! 
 
LOGOS BEGI NS JANUARY 9TH! ! LOGOS is our Wednesday evening Christian Education 
program for children grades 1 through 6, and it’s a lot of fun!  The Winter Session will begin on 
January 9th and run through March 5th.  The evening begins at 5:00 and goes until 7:20 pm, and 
includes dinner.  The fee is $40/child.  To register, please contact Mary Beth Schmucker, 876-
4076, Marybeth@workflow.com, or Heidi Darling, 332-7546, heidi@printmastersonline.com. 
 
SINGERS ARE NEEDED FOR THE CHRI STMAS CHOI R on the 30th.  We will meet in the 
sanctuary 45 minutes before the worship service begins (9:15) to prepare the easy anthem to be 
sung in the worship service that day.  Come as often as you can, no experience required.  E-mail 
Jonathan Stanley jostanle@indiana.edu with questions. 
 
THE CHURCH OFFI CE WI LL BE CLOSED December 24th, 25th, 31st, and January 1st for the 
Christmas and New Year holidays.  
 
2007 CONTRIBUTI ONS to First Presbyterian Church must be received in the church no later 
than Sunday, December 30th or postmarked December 31, 2007.  The church office will be 
closed on Monday, December 31st.    
                                           
THE REV. BEN DORR will be out of the office from Dec. 25th-29th.  For any pastoral 
emergencies during this time, please contact the Revs. John or Wendy VanderZee at 331-0562.   
 
 
 



 
    

MONDAY, DECEMBER 24TH: 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, 5:30pm. 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service with Communion, 10:00pm. 
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30TH: 
Worship, 10:00am. 

Fellowship Time, 11:00am. 
No Church School 

 
 *************************************************** 
Poinsettia dedications 
 
Betty and Jay Alford 
Jeune Baker in memory of Jack Baker 
Jeune Baker in memory of Mahlon Springer 
Diane Davis-Deckard to honor of her parents, Bill and Dorothy Adam 
Tom and Judy Dillon in memory of Tom’s father, Gilbert F. Dillon, 
     and Tom’s brother, Gilbert N. Dillon  
Tom and Judy Dillon in memory of Judy’s parents, Joe and Verneda Staft 
Ben and Heather Dorr in memory of Sandy Stewart 
Gail Dunning 
Barbara Hyde in memory of her parents, Bill and Esther Kemper 
Mickey & Peggy Klein in memory of their parents 
Joyce Krothe in honor of her family 
Angie Matthews 
The McGregor family in memory of George Prescott 
The McGregor family in memory of Alyce Prescott 
Mary and Ed McClellan in honor of our church family 
Lou and Norma Miller in memory of their parents 
Lou and Denny Moir in memory of Bob Porter (late father of daughter–in–law Rebecca) 
Mr. and Mrs. Lyle Morton in memory of Pete Haagensen and Irene Morton 
The Ratliff family in loving memory of Judge Wesley Ratliff, Jr.  
Myfanwy, Enid and Peter Richards in loving memory of the Rev. G. John Richards 
Peter Richards in loving memory of Don Artmeier 
Jim and Becky Rusie in memory of Robert Rusie and Harold & Gretchen Fahrbach 
Thomas and Sherry Schwandt in memory of their parents 
Fred, Mary Beth, Hallie & Addie Schmucker in memory of the life and ministry of Fred’s father, 
    the Rev. Fred T. Schmucker 
Gene and Ellen Stern in honor of our 10 years as members at FPC 
Wendy and John VanderZee in honor of the Rev. Mary Jensen’s ministry  



\ 
DECEMBER 2007 CALENDAR 
 

Date Day Time Event 
23 Sunday 10:00 a.m.        Worship 
  11:00 a.m.  Fellowship Ti me  
24 Monday   5:30 p.m. Children &  Families Chri stmas Eve 

Worship 
   10:00 p.m. Chri stmas Eve Candlelight Service 

with Communion 
24-25 Mon Ð Tue  ---------- Church offi ce closed for Chri stmas 
25-29 Tues - Sat   -------- Ben Dor r on vacation 
30 Sunday 10:00 a.m.        Worship 
  11:00 a.m.   Fellowship Ti me  
31 Ð 
Jan 1 

Mon Ð Tues  ---------- Church offi ce closed for New Years 

 
********* ****** ****** ****** ****** ** ********* ****** ****** ****  
  Next week’s lectionary readings: 
  OT: Isa.63:7-9; Ps. 148               NT: Heb. 2:10-18 Matt. 2:13-23 
 
********* ****** **** ** ****** ****** ** ********* ****** ****** ****  

 
 
Staff  Serv ing First Presbyteri an 

 
Ben Dorr       pastorfpc@sbcglobal.net                                        Pastor 
Jonathan Stanley                        jostanle@indiana.edu                               Interim Music Director 
Kim Gross                               adminfpc@sbcglobal.net                          Administrative Assistant 
Mary McClellan                      mcm23@insightbb.com                                                    Treasurer 
Laura Prins           laura.prins@yahoo.com                      Children’s Music Director 
Simon & Haejung Park            Parks@ParkSquare.net                                                Missionaries 
Amy Allen           amy_allen2@yahoo.com                              Volunteer Coordinator 
Karin Coopersmith  kcoopers@indiana.edu        Interim Handbell Choir Co-Director 
Laura Prins             laura.prins@yahoo.com        Interim Handbell Choir Co-Director 
Chris Young                               chyoung@indiana.edu                                     Organist & Pianist 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


