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Pastor’s Pen 
 
 “What’s it going to look like?”  This is the most frequent question I hear these days about 
our new, 9:00am worship service scheduled to start on September 9th.  While there are still a number 
of items to be worked out, I’ll tell you what we do know. 
 
 The reason we’re initiating this service is the growth in our church.  That means that the 
content of the new service must appeal to at least some of our current membership, or the purpose of 
the service would be defeated.  So why don’t we simply duplicate the service we have right now?  
Because we also have an opportunity on our hands.  If we can create a service that not only appeals 
to some of our membership, but also appeals to folks who would like an alternative to our current 
service, we will have expanded our means of hospitality and evangelism. 
 
 Thus, the new service will be somewhat experimental in nature.  We will try different things 
with music and liturgy, and see what works.  That said, there are components that are already 
“locked in”.  The structure of the service will stay Reformed, in that there will be a Preparing for the 
Word, a Hearing of the Word, and a Response to the Word.  At the heart of the service will be the 
children’s time, a Scripture reading, and the sermon.  These elements will be the same in both of our 
services.  One important difference is that the new service will need to be shorter than our current 
service.  In order to maintain the new 9am/10am/11am schedule, there’s no time for us to allow the 
first service to go beyond 50-55 minutes.   
 
 There will certainly be a need for more hands-on-deck to help make the new service work.  
One need is for people to commit to “seeding” the service, at least for the first few months.  We 
don’t want a situation where only a handful of people are in regular attendance.  If you could make a 
commitment to attend the new service for the first few months of its existence, this commitment 
would be an essential ministry to our congregation.  Please contact Jo Ann Main (335-9765), the 
chair of our Second Service Implementation Team, if you feel called to serve the church in this way.  
We are also going to need additional ushers for the service.  If you could usher once/month at the 
9am service, please contact Muff Johnson (339-9117), chair of our Worship Committee.   
 

If neither of these ministries feels like a fit to you, don’t worry—there are other 
opportunities coming!  We will have need for additional assistance with communion, more greeters, 
more childcare in the nursery, more help with our college lunches, and more assistance with making 
coffee and tea for fellowship.  The success of the new worship schedule will depend on having as 
much participation from as many of you as possible.  I trust that our congregation will respond with 
energy and enthusiasm to this challenge. 
 

It may take a while to arrive at the “type” of service that will work best for our church.  Rest 
assured, there will be ample opportunity for feedback.  In fact, the Second Service Implementation 
Team, the Worship Committee, the Session, and our staff will all be very eager to hear what works 
(and what doesn’t!) for those of you attending our new service.   

 
In the midst of these changes, I ask for your patience and flexibility.  Starting a new worship 

service is, in the end, an act of faith.  We don’t know how everything will shake out, and we need 
folks to roll with the punches, to keep their sense of humor, and to respond to both our successes and 
mistakes with grace.  I have witnessed God’s grace in the life of our congregation on numerous 
occasions during the past four years.  I am confident that same grace will be evident and abundant 
throughout our new journey together.   
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Highlights of the July 1st Session Meeting 
 
David Boeyink served as acting Clerk for this meeting.  Most of the wording in this report is his. 
 
As its first order of business, Session was pleased to accept Anna Hanson as a new member of our 
church.   
 
At the request of the Christian Education Committee Session approved initiation of “one-church 
gatherings” between the two services as a way to bring all members of the church together.   Session 
approved holding eight gatherings during the coming year.  
 
Ann Johnson reported that a contract would be signed with LifeTouch of Chattanooga, Tennessee to 
prepare a pictorial directory of church members.  Session had previously approved preparation of a 
new directory by LifeTouch. 
 
Michael Williams reported that the water project in Posoltega, Nicaragua is on hold because of 
lingering issues of water testing, the procurement of equipment, and training.  He also indicated that 
the committee voted to change its name to the Outreach and Mission Committee. 
 
Session approved job descriptions for Organist/Pianist and Music Director positions as prepared by 
the Personnel Committee.  Session also appointed Bob Dodd, Joy Main, Mary Burch Ratliff, Muff 
Johnson, Wendi Goodlett, Mary Beth Schmucker, and Ron Jensen to be members of a screening 
committee for candidates for these two positions. 
 
Presbytery is undertaking a fund-raising campaign for Camp Pyoca and has asked us for a leadership 
pledge of $50,000 over a four-year period.  The Outreach and Mission Committee will consider this 
request.  
 
Ron Jensen reported on the Ohio Valley Presbytery’s decision to develop six church clusters, groups 
of 13-15 churches. The clusters are an attempt to create relationships among a smaller group of 
churches in a large, widespread presbytery.  
 
Session members would like to thank the following: 

 
·  The summer choir for adding so much to our service.  
·  Byron Smith for his years of recruiting liturgists. 
·  Tim Baldwin for coordinating the car restoration. $800 was raised for youth mission. 
·  Cyndi Johnson for all the work she did for VBS. 
·  Nineteen members of our church who worked so hard for all of us on the West Virginia mission 

trip.  
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Nomination of Elders for the Class of 2010 
 

The nominating committee is in the process of gathering names to be considered for nomination for a 
three-year term on session (2008-2010).  Members of the congregation are encouraged to participate 
in this process.  All members of the church can be nominated, except for those serving on the 
nominating committee (Sue Connell, Glen Darling, Jean Kory, Jeff Main, Wes Ratliff, Nancy 
Voskuil, and Ben Dorr (ex officio)). 
 

 
Current Session Members                      Clerk of Session: Bob Dodd 
 
Class of 2007            Class of 2008                 
Dave Boeyink            Greg Buse   
Karen Hahn                Sue Connell                     
Jo Ann Main               Kevin Grieves              
Mary Burch Ratliff     Muff Johnson              
Jim Weikart                Dick McCracken* 
Elizabeth Cooper (Youth Elder) 
 
*resigning at the end of 2007 
 

   Class of 2009 
        Karin Coopersmith 
  Ron Jensen 
  Ann Johnson 
   Jamie Prenkert 
  Michael Williams 
 
 

  

If you wish to suggest someone (even yourself!) for nomination to the office of Elder, please 
consider whether the person possesses a good number of the characteristics below.  If so, add their 
name(s) and your signature at the bottom of this form and return it to the church office in a sealed 
envelope marked “FPC Nominating Committee, c/o Sue Connell, by SUNDAY, AUGUST 15TH. 
 
Comments as to the candidates’ qualifications in any of the following areas are welcomed but not 
required.   
 

Committed to Christ, the Church, and the Bible  
Lives a life of witness, Puts faith into action  
Demonstrates spirituality, Serves as a Role Model  
Good communicator, Works well with people  
Listens with an open mind, Demonstrates maturity in judgment, Temperate 
Has leadership skills, Can be depended on to follow through  
 

I suggest the name(s) of _____________________ for nomination to the office of Elder. 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Your Signature (required) 
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          REPORT OF ACCOUNTS 
30 June 2007 

 General Special  TOTAL   

 Fund Funds GF and SF Reserves 

Balance on Hand June 1, 2007  $    17,374.40   $    46,998.21  $  64,372.61   $35,125.32  

June Income        32,402.54           1,566.50      33,969.04         89.50  

June Disbursements      (39,894.26)        (6,108.47)  (46,002.73)  

Balance on Hand June 30, 2007  $      9,882.68   $    42,456.24    $52,338.92  
   
$35,214.82  

     
     

Balance: Second Century Fund   $    29,410.28    

Balance: L.C. and Ellen Rudolph Matching Fund (SCF)  $    55,802.03    

Balance: Endowment (New Covenant Funds)   $    85,538.60    

Balance: Mary's Sabbatical Funding   $      7,806.23    

Balance due SCF Loan #1 (6.3%)   $                 -      

Balance due SCF Loan #2 (4.95%)  
  
$ (403,069.93)   

     

Please note:     

General Fund balance of $9,882.68 is a very healthy balance for June 30.   

     

Second quarter mission contributions have been made to:    

MCUM $3,125     

Parks' ECO Account $250     

Presbytery $2,775     

Synod $650     

GA Missionaries $1,175     
GA (Undesignated) $1,175     

     
$4,000 was sent with regular loan payment from L.C. and Ellen Rudolph Matching Fund  

 
***********************************  

 
The following memorial gifts were in memory of Ellen Rudolph: 
 
Bert and Johnnie Brantley 
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Property News 
 
It’s hard to predict what will happen in the future.  2008 is an election year, but do we know now 
what will happen next year as far as who will be our president is concerned? 
There are some options, of course, what with all those who would like to be our national leader 
running.  But who really knows what will happen in 2008?  It’s hard to predict.  
 
It’s also difficult to predict what will happen here in church as far as things happening in the realm of 
property.  This year we increased our property maintenance line from $8500 to $17000, hoping that 
not much would happen to eat up the increase.  I wish that were the case…as you will see in reading 
on.    
 
January and February were easy months on the budget…we only spent about $300 including the 
Knox Box for the fire department keys and a broken window in Lyman Hall. March was a different 
story.  Remember the snow storm of Feb. 13th and 14th? 
 
I know what you’re thinking…it happened in February and you just said is was easy on the budget.  
True, but the bills came in March. There was the transformer repair which cost $500 after we were 
reimbursed $1,461 from our insurance company.  Another snow storm bill was for repairing our fire 
alarm system.  That cost $245…most of it labor at about $60/hr.  We had to replace many of the exit 
signs which were damaged by the storm…$200, plus another $229 for light bulbs.  Also, in the 
month of March we rebuilt the access to the attic, tearing out a fold-down ladder and replacing it 
with a stairway…$600. 
 
The month of April continued to take a heavy hit on our budget.  We spent $150 on an electrical 
repair due to the Feb. storm.  A vacuum cleaner was overhauled for $104 and we replaced a 
defective water-using toilet for $270. Mulch for the flower and shrub beds was a $232 item, along 
with another bill of $150 for the attic stair wood and dry wall. 
The main item was an almost $2000 bill to replace the sump pump that had been clogged by Tampax 
applicators.  April’s expenses were just a hair over $3000 while March’s was about $2000. 
 
May continued its assault on our budget, although not very heavily.  Only three items appeared that 
needed paying…one from Black Lumber for $100, another for a kitchen stove repair for $75 and the 
third for $19 for a broken window. 
 
Then came June and a bunch of bills.  A bill of $603 was paid for multiple electrical work.  Mann 
Plumbing was called in to find the source of another problem with the sewage system…that one cost 
us $466.  We had the parking lot sealed for $950. Another power outage occurred when a 
construction crane knocked a power line down, which just happened to service our church.  That was 
a $175 bill to re-set the alarm system.  One thing I’ve discovered in this position…everything is very 
expensive…$60/hour seems to be the going rate for labor.  In that regard, Commercial Service, our 
maintenance provider for heating and air conditioning, were very busy lately with our air conditioner 
system.  You may recall, we have one compressor of four not working.  That means we only have 
three working.  But they are not all the same size. The faulty one is a large one. If replaced it would 
cost us over $9000.  Right now we are not replacing it, since the whole chiller unit…everything on 
the roof, including all four compressors needs to be replaced.  That is going to cost a 
bundle…$46,500.  We are trying to make do with three out of four compressors and hope another 
one doesn’t break.  If we can make it through the rest of the year with no problems, then we’ll ask 
Stewardship to raise the needed funds for the new chiller.  The one that’s there now has been there 
since 1990 and the life-span is between 15 and 20 years. In the interim, Commercial Service has 
been fixing and patching what we have to keep things running, we hope smoothly.  Early in July we 
paid a $5034 bill, mostly for labor, to keep it going.  Another bill for $833 was paid when it was 
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discovered that there was a gas leak in the pump room.  Two pipes were rubbing on each other, and 
one (the gas pipe) had worn through and started to leak gas. It had to be replaced, needless to say, 
unless we wanted a possible explosion in the future. 
 
Add it all up and our maintenance budget has a little under $6000 remaining. That does include 
$3000 of what is called our long-term maintenance line.  Can we predict we won’t need that money 
in the future?  I doubt it, the way things have gone in the past. We can only hope there is not another 
major item to contend with this year. 
 
Mickey Klein 
Chair, Property Management Committee 

 
 

**************************************************************************  
 

SECOND CENTURY FUND GETS NEW LIFE!  
(July Report) 

 
The Second Century Fund II (SCF) has received a new burst of energy in the form of the "L.C. and 
Ellen Rudolph Matching Fund," established in memory of Ellen Rudolph who died on April 13, 
2007.  The Rudolph Matching Fund in the amount of $50,000 comes on the heels of paying off the 
Synod Loan, leaving only one note from the church renovation project.  The balances as of July 14, 
2007, were as follows: 
 

OUTSTANDING LOAN BALANCE    
 Presbyterian Investment Loan Program (4.95%)    $403,070 
 (June 30, 2007, includes $2,000 matched payment from the Rudolph  Fund) 
 Debt service, principal payment     -    1,295 
 Matching Fund Debt Reduction     -  19,600 
 (Rudolph Fund Contributions times 2, June 20 to July 14, 2007) 
Loan Balance, July 14, 2007      $382,175        
 Second Century Fund cash on hand         -  26,453 
TOTAL NET DEBT, July 14, 2007     $355,722 
 
L.C. and ELLEN RUDOLPH MATCHING FUND       
Initial Balance (June 1, 2007)      $ 50,000 
 Collections through July 14, 2007     - 11,800 
 Remaining Rudolph Matching Fund (Interest not incl.) $ 38,200  
POTENTIAL NET DEBT (Remaining Fund times 2)  $279,322 

 
Since the purpose of the Rudolph Matching Fund is to stimulate new contributions to the Second 
Century Fund II (SCF), ending June 1, 2008, by matching each new gift on a dollar-for-dollar basis, 
all cash gifts (not pledges) will be channeled into direct payment against the principal owed on the 
remaining loan.  The committee gives thanks for this most generous memorial to Ellen Rudolph. 
 
 
From the SCF Committee: Bill McGregor (Chair), Marcia McCracken (Financial Secretary), Mary 
McClellan (Church Treasurer), David Little, Don Hollinger, and Ben Dorr (ex officio).   
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*************************************************************************  

ON GOING PRAYER CONCERNS: 
Peggy Klein         Jane Grossman      Bob Baird                       
Alex Ackerman                 Jeanne Potter             Louise Carroll (Artmeier) 
Faith Hippensteel         Lou Miller                         Marilyn Ryan (Willison)         
Bob Hart                Ruth Carlson                        Clark Hartzell (Farris) 
Cora Sudbury   Rick Crawley (Farris)           David Purvis (Jon and Carol’s son) 
Wilda Kemp       Kim Marshall         Jill Becker (Nancy Barlow’s sister) 
Tom Black          Amy Veatch                          Alice Scheleen              
Augusta Massey   Quendy Veatch            Simon & Haejung Park             
Fran Nelson (Barlow)  Susan Koch                           June Williams (Peterson-Veatch) 
Anne Hernandez            Lilly Freed          Marie Sayler (Dearborn)        
Steve Creech    Adam James (Smith)            Ralph Hunnicutt (Gardner) 
Jane Dorr Banks   Don Dorr       Barbara Roberts 
Kim Donovan                   Lou & Berniece Conkle        Louis Tompkins (Sharon Nejfelt’s brother)  
Floyd Riggins                    Ruth Fleming                        Marjorie and Frank Woodall (Melton)  
Jon Purvis     Emma Winck (Conkle)        Bill & Dorothy Adam (Davis Deckard) 
Andrew Evans (Gross) Grant Prenkert 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
NEW SERVICE:   With the beginning of our additional worship service starting Sept. 9th, we are 
trying to plan for both services.  We would like to know how many people to expect for the 9:00 
service so we can plan for seating, communion. etc.  If you plan to attend the 9:00 service on a 
regular basis, please call Jo Ann Main (335-9765). This does not mean you cannot attend the 9:00 
service if you do not call.  We encourage everyone to try each service this fall. 
 
 "INDIAN'S BASEBALL , SATURDAY, AUGUST 11, 7:00 P.M....... 
        Following last year's disappointing visit to Victory Field, the management of the Indianapolis 
Indians has consented to allow all 28 FPC visitors from 2006 to attend the game on August 11, 2007, 
FREE. Those who did not attend last year but desire to attend this year will be charged the base fee 
of $11/person. Ron Jensen will be coordinating the sign up process over the next few weeks, 
including an E-mail contact to the 28 2006 attendees." Byron Smith 
 
WE NEED USHERS!  The new 9am service that begins in the fall needs about 10 people who are 
willing to usher once/month.  This is a very important way that we can be hospitable to visitors and 
make this service a success.  Please consider whether you can help, and contact Muff Johnson, 
worship chair (339-9117), or Ben Dorr in the church office (332-1514) to volunteer!  (If ushering 
isn’t your thing, stay tuned…there will be more volunteer needs coming soon!) 
 
BREAKFAST WITH PAT AND BOB ON AUGUST 17 th: Pat Riggins and Bob Dodd invite the 
men of the church to join them for a Dutch-treat breakfast and informal conversation on Friday 
morning, August 17th, at 7:30 at Bobby’s Too in Showers Plaza.  We will have no program and no 
advanced sign up.  The purpose is to have a time when we can share informal conversation and a 
meal.  We hope to see you there. 
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AS THE SUMMER DAYS DWINDLE TO A PRECIOUS FEW , we need to remember that soon 
our numbers will again burgeon with incoming college students. As in the past, we want to welcome 
students to our church with open arms holding filled goody bags! Please leave your donations of 
individually pre-packaged non-perishable treats in the church office by Sunday, Aug 19th. Suggested 
items might include cracker/cookie packets, gum, juice boxes, small bags of dried fruits, granola 
bars, etc. 
  
And that's not all that the evangelism committee asks of you. Since we will have two services 
beginning in September, we also hope to continue serving a meal to the students, although the details 
have yet to be worked out. If you would like to participate, please contact Anne Honeycutt at 339-
7265 or ahoneycu@indiana.edu. As soon as we know the where/when for the meal (brunch or 
lunch?), you may sign up for a specific Sunday. Thank you for your continuing support of these 
worthwhile ministries of First Presbyterian Church. 
  
PICTORIAL DIRECTORY  
 
An arm of our Congr. Care Committee has been arranging to have a new pictorial directory printed.  
We are now organizing workers to help during photo sessions (see insert).  We will need to have two 
per shift and will have two shifts a day.  Please call Amy Allen (330-1449) to volunteer for one or 
more shifts.  You will receive on-the-job training by the photo crew and get to know fellow church 
members.  We also may need a couple of volunteers to do reminder phoning.  
 
Although we will be scheduling portrait appointments all of the Sundays in August, we hope that you 
will utilize the on-line scheduling link available on our church website.  If you schedule your session 
this way, you will receive an email reminder and save us postage.  We also hope that you will be 
considerate to schedule an appointment during the daytime if at all possible to leave evening 
appointments for those that cannot. 
 
Gail Dunning & Janet Mitchell (Coordinators) 
Congr. Care Committee  
 
*********************************************************************************  
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1 Jeune Baker ��������������������������������   
2 Muriel Nazzari  
7 Carol Darling  
8 John Hill 
9 Sue Talbot; Carolyn Ellson                    
12 Rosanna Blakely; Caitlyn Cooper; 
     Liz Rowe; Bill Wiatt                     
13 Millie Hepfer                                        
14 Dorothy McCrea; Francis Swanson          
15 Derek Voskuil             
16 Faye Deckard; Laura Gardner; Kathleen 
Mattox                  
17 Krissy Klein 
 
 
 

18 Diane Davis-Deckard; Shawn Holman; 
      Alice Weikart  
19 Jim Ackerman; Sydne Goodlett: Michael 
     Shelden             
20 Kate Matthen; Jack King; Bob Hart 
21 Andy Ruff 
23 Ross Peterson-Veatch; Heather Dorr 
24 Ruth Marshall; Jenny Singleton 
25 Stacey Mitchell 
27 Janet Black; Joyce Krothe 
29 Sarah Pfister 
31 Jack Deinlein; Kelly Grieves; Muff 
Johnson; Evan Main 
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Child care is provided for infants and toddlers during Church School and Worship (9:20 – 11:40 

a.m.).  Parents are strongly encouraged to pick up a pager as they drop off their child(ren).  

Children 2& 3 years of age will learn prayers, songs, finger plays, and stories. 
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During church school this summer (9:30-10:25am) preschoolers will learn about the Fruit of the 

Spirit - Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Generosity, Faithfulness, and Self-Control.   
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August 5 Lesson 10: Lord’s Supper II – A Teaching Meal   Deb Prenkert 

�
�
�
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Summer is here and it's time once again for our summer film class! Come join us on Sunday mornings this 
summer for a different kind of conversation - one centered on our faith and how it is informed, expanded, and 
challenged on the "silver screen." Discussion leaders are listed with the films they will present. Participants are 
encouraged to view the entire film (see below) before the class meets. 
 

Date Film Leader 
Aug. 5 Fearless (1993), R  John VanderZee 
Aug. 12 Saved! (2004), PG-13  Sharyn Emery 
Aug. 19 Stranger Than Fiction, (2006), PG Kevin Grieves 

 

��
�����	���������������	������) �
�
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�
The Monday Evening Bible Study Group will focus on the Letter to the Hebrews this summer. All 
those who are interested in a deeper understanding of this letter are invited to join the group each 
Monday evening from 7:00 – 8:00 PM in room #7.  For further information regarding the study 
group, contact Laura and Tom Gardner (824-2826 or tgardner@yahoo.com). 

  
 
 
��������+�����$%.-%%$�#�/��- �
 
The Book Discussion Group welcomes all who enjoy in-depth discussions of great books 
to join them this summer.  The group meets at 7:00PM in the 3rd floor meeting room at 
Bell Trace.   

*******************************************************************  
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History Today 
by Owen V. Johnson 
 
The first three children baptized in this church 
were the offspring of Dr. David H. and Mary E. 
Dunn Maxwell.  The father was the first doctor in 
Bloomington and also served as its postmaster.  
The two slaves he brought with him were 
apparently Bloomington’s first African-
Americans. 
 The oldest son, James D. Maxwell 
(known as Darwin—his middle name), was born 
May 18, 1815 in Hanover.  Educated in Monroe 
County schools, he received his bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees from Indiana U.  After serving a 
time as a tutor at IU, in 1836 he went south and 
joined the faculty of Mississippi College in 
Clinton, Miss., where E.N. Elliot, another IU 
faculty member, had been named president of what 
was then a co-educational Presbyterian college.  
(Today it is a Baptist institution, the oldest higher 
education institution in the state).   
 Maxwell returned to Bloomington where 
he began to study medicine with his father.  He 
continued his studies at Jefferson Medical College 
in Philadelphia, and then took up the practice of 
medicine, first with his father and then in 
partnership with Dr. J.G. McPheeters.  In 1843, he 
married Louisa J. Howe, daughter of a prominent 
Bloomington merchant who had migrated 
westward from Maryland.   
 Louisa had caused quite a sensation when 
she began wearing pantalettes at a school in 
Kentucky.  The dictionary defines pantalettes as 
“long loose drawers with a frill or ruffle at the 
bottom of each leg.” 
 “Society was shaken to its center,” 
Maxwell’s sister Martha later commented.    
Mother Brown, who washed clothes for a living 
said they were indecent.  She said she would not 
have washed them if “Sister Howe were not such a 
good Methodist.”   
 James and Louisa had ten children. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 James served the IU Board of Trustees for 
many years, starting as secretary for 18 years 
(1836-53), and later as a member (1860-92), 
becoming the board’s president.  He died in 1892.   

His youngest daughter later became 
director of physical education for women at IU and 
instituted a medal in honor of her father, which 
was given to an IU woman undergraduate each 
year for “high scholarship, participation in 
University activities, bearing, manner, neatness, 
principles, sincerity, [and] sufficient attainment in 
physical education to be eligible for an ‘I.U.’ 
sweater.” 
 Samuel F. Maxwell (known as Frank), 
born in Madison, Ind., in 1817, also was educated 
in Monroe County schools and received B.A. and 
M.A. degrees from IU.  He became a lawyer.  He 
was Judge of the Court of Common Pleas, 1853-61 
and then served Parke, Vigo and Sullivan counties, 
1865-69.  He died June 15, 1877, from tetanus, 
caused by a cut on his hand. 
 Martha Ann Maxwell, the oldest 
daughter, was the third person baptized.   
 “I often tell my young friends that I 
graduated when I was twelve years old,” she 
commented about her schooling.  She didn’t like 
theater and she didn’t like clubs, but she was fond 
of reading. 
 At the age of 20 she married a widower 
with four children.  In ten years of marriage she 
gave birth to six children, the last being born six 
weeks after the father’s death.  In sum, she raised 
ten children and two grandchildren.   
 “Being naturally of a domestic turn, it 
was not such a sacrifice as some would have 
thought it,” she said. 
 When she was 94, she compiled a 
wonderful narrative of her life, which ended with 
words that might be applied to these short 
historical essays:  “If you find anything worthy of 
your paper in these lines, I am glad to have obliged 
you.” 
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FROM OUR SEMINARIANS  
 
It seems that I must reconcile myself to the idea that the days of extended summer vacations 

are officially over.  This summer has been less of a vacation than any I have previously lived 
through, though I have not found it unenjoyable most of the time.  I realize that is a somewhat odd 
statement to make considering I am spending my summer in prison. 

 
No, I haven't been arrested.  Instead, I am spending the summer fulfilling my final 

presbytery requirement for ordination by taking a course called Clinical Pastoral Education.  In this 
course I work with five other students, a supervisor and a supervisor-in-training. We spend about 
three quarters of our time doing pastoral care and the last quarter exploring theological and personal 
issues that relate to our care.  This includes presenting verbatim accounts of some of our visits with 
inmates, assessments of our own personality types and tendencies, explorations of our family 
background, and theological discussions of topics such as grace, justice, and play. 

 
We are working at Metro State Prison, a maximum security, one thousand bed women's 

facility in Georgia, the intake point for all female prisoners in Georgia, and the primary mental and 
physical health care facility for female inmates in the state.  Over fifty percent of the population at 
Metro has a mental health diagnosis. Approximately eighty percent have a history of substance 
abuse, and sixty percent have a history of physical or sexual abuse.  I have been assigned one 
building of about 160 diagnostics--women who have just come into the prison system and are 
undergoing mental and physical testing for classification to determine their security level and their 
final destination in the prison system, whether Metro or one of the other two female prisons in 
Georgia.  I also have a range (a hallway in another building) of high mental health needs inmates 
who are mostly paranoid and schizophrenic.  My care for all of these women includes rounds on 
their ranges, meeting with inmates who have just come in to the system, handing out Bibles, 
preaching at worship services, leading Bible studies, and helping out whenever the women need 
someone to talk to.  I think the most important part of our work is simply being a person who cares 
enough to stop and say hello and listen to the women. 

 
The work has been exhausting.  There is never a moment when there is nothing to do, though 

the workings of the prison create periods of time when there is very little we can do--the inmates are 
counted five times a day and undergo inspection every morning, during which we cannot go on the 
ranges.  However, I have found it an incredible blessing that these women choose to share their 
stories with me-- stories of their children and grandchildren, of the abuse they have received, of their 
struggles and their hopes, and of the crimes they have committed.  I have found these women to be 
eminently human, and I struggle with just how much our backgrounds (social and economic) can 
affect where we end up.  More than halfway through our course, I find myself thinking about how 
difficult it will be to say goodbye to so many women and wondering where they will be able to find 
care when the five of us are gone.  Especially through the month of July, it has been interesting to 
think about the freedom most of us have in this country, and also the many different ways we are all 
imprisoned through the choices we make and the systems we live in.  My summer experience has 
certainly made me appreciate the scripture from the Gospel of Matthew that calls us to visit those in 
prison, because regardless of whether they deserve to be there, the inmates truly are the least of 
these, the poorest of the poor, the ones with whom Jesus walks day by day.  It has been good to walk 
with God in the prison compound and to hope for a day when there will be no more captivity   
of any kind. 
 
May God be with you this day as well, 
 
In Christ, 
Hana 
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NEW AND NOTES 
 
Thank you so much for the care and love you have given me during the six months of illness and 
broken right arm.  
 
Sincerely with love, 
 
Bettyclaire Day 
 
*********************** 
     AREA 10 AGENCY ON AGING – “Ramp Team” 
 
The recent ramp job we completed. 

 
  
Participants: 
 
John Connell 
Jack Peterman 
Steve Main 
Tom Gardner 
Dick Darling 
Tom Sechrist 
Denny Moir 
Bob Muldoon (St. Charles Catholic church) 
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AUGUST 2007 CALENDAR 
Date Day Time Event 
1 Wednesday   5:45 p.m. Committee Night – Meal 
    6:30 p.m. Committee Meetings                                      
2 Thursday   6:30 p.m. Movie Night 
    7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 
3 Friday   5:30 p.m. Rehearsal for Hollinger/Newman 

Wedding 
4 Saturday   5:00 p.m. Hollinger/Newman Wedding 
5 Sunday   9:30 a.m. Church School  
  10:30 a.m.                         Worship –-Communion  
  11:30 a.m.  Social Hour  
6 Monday   4:00 p.m. 2nd Service Implementation Team 

Meeting 
    5:00 p.m. Head Usher Meeting – room 7 
    7:00 p.m. Bible Study  - room 5   
8 Wednesday   6:30 p.m. Movie Night 
10 Friday   5:00 p.m. Rehearsal for McCormick/Bangs 

Wedding 
11 Saturday   2:00 p.m. McCormick/Bangs Wedding 
12 Sunday   9:30 a.m. Church School 
  10:30 a.m.                         Worship 
  11:30 a.m.           Social Hour                                     
    6:00 p.m. Session 
13 Monday   7:00 p.m. Bible Study  - room 5 
15 Wednesday   6:30 p.m. Movie Night 
18 Saturday 8a.m. – 1p.m. Koinonia’s Rummage Sale 
19 Sunday   9:30 a.m.        Church School  
  10:30 a.m.                      Worship  
  11:30 a.m. Social Hour 
20 Monday     -------- Visitor Deadline 
    7:00 p.m. Bible Study  - room 5 
24 Friday   5:30 p.m. Rehearsal for  Emery/Kanowsky 

Wedding 
25 Saturday   3:00 p.m. Emery/Kanowsky Wedding 
26 Sunday   9:30 a.m. Church School 
  10:30 a.m.                         Worship 
  11:30 a.m. Social Hour – Fall Kick-off 
27 Monday   7:00 p.m. Bible Study 
30 Thursday   7:00 p.m. Choir  
 


